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OUNDLE  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH. 

Year  End'd  51st  December,  1959. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  &  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  this,  my  first  Annual  Report, 
which  deals  with  the  health  of  Oundle  during  the  year  1959. 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Population :  Estimated  mid-year  population  -  3,080. 

Birth  Rate  (corrected):  15.5  per  1,000  (England  &  Wales  -  16.5). 


Male  Female 


Legitimate  Live  Births .  11  20 

Illegitimate  Live  Births . 1  l 

Stillbirths . . . -  i 


Death  Rate  (corrected):  5. 5'  per1  1 ,000  (England  &  Wales  -  11,6) 


■  Total  Deaths  =  48. 


Heart  Disease  . . . 

A  • 

Cancer  ...  . . . 

Pneumonia . 

* 

Diabetes ... 

Accidents . 

Other  causes 


•  •  • 


Male  Female 

18  30 


. . .  28  deaths 
. . .  8  deaths 
. .  .  4  deaths 
. . .  2  deaths 
. . .  2  deaths 
. . .  4  deaths 


The  statistics  present  a  satisfactory  commentary  on  the  state 
of  health  of  Oundle  during  1959.  The  birth  rate  has  fallen 
compared  with  1958  and  the  death  rate  has  likewise  gone  down. 

When  corrected  to  allow  accurate  comparison  with  England  and  Wales, 
the  birth  rate  was  15.5  per  1,000  compared  with  16.5  for  the 
whole  country,  while  the  death  rate  was  5.5  compared  with  11.6 
for  England  and  Wales. 


It  will  be  observed  that  heart  disease  continues  to  be  the 
major  cause  of  death,  with  cancer  coming  second.  Next  come 
pneumonia.,  diabetes  and  accidents. 

It  is  important  that  death  statistics  should  be  constantly 
scrutinised  to  see  where  lies  the  best  scope  for  prevention. 

In  the  case  of  heart  disease  the  field  for  preventive  action  is 
at  present  limited  although,  with  increasing  medical  knowledge, 
it  will  no  doubt  expand  in  the  future.  Certain  forms  of 
congenital  heart  disease  can  now  be  successfully  treated  by 
operation,  as  can  an  increasingly  large  proportion  of  acquired 
defects  of  the  heart  valves. 

Diabetes,  if  promptly  detected  and  efficiently  treated, 
is  nowadays  compatible  with  long  life.  Accidents  in  the  home 
and  on  the  road  still  take  too  heavy  a  toll,  especially  of  the 
elderly  and  of  the  young,  and  much  more  can  be  done,  by  education 
of  the  public,  to  prevent  them. 


1, 


I 


Cancer  is  still  a  substantial  problem,  but  there  are  limited 
grounds  for  optimism.  Here  again,  prevention  is  the  only  com¬ 
pletely  satisfactory  approach.  One  of  the  most  deadly  forms 
of  cancer  -  cancer  of  the  lung-  -  at  present  accounts  for  some 
20,000  deaths  every  year  in  England  and  Wales  and,  even  in  as 
small  a  place  as  Oundle,  took  its  toll  in  1959.  There  is  not 
the  slightest  doubt  that  the  vast  majority  of  these  deaths  would 
ba  prevented  if  people  could  be  persuaded  not  to  smoke.  Cigar¬ 
ettes,  in  particular,  are  the  most  lethal  form  of  smoking.  There 
is  a  public  outcry  about  road  accidents ,  yet  the  largely  preventable 
disease  of  lung  cancer  kills  three  times  as  many  people,  all  too 
many  of  whom  are  in  the  prime  of  life.  In  the  case  of  road 
accidents ,  people  can  blame  others  and  demand  action  by^  the 
Ministry  of  Transport,  the  local  authorities  and  the  police, 
whereas  in  the  case  of  lung  cancer  the  remedy  calls  for  their 
individual  efforts  of  willpower  and,  in  consequence,  they  are 
reluctant  to  do  anything  about  it.  The.  universal  feeling  that 
"it  can’t  happen  to  me"  is,  for  smokers,  a  deadly  soporific.  It 
can  -  and  it  does  -  20,000  times  every  year. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

Notifications : 

Me  as  les  ...  >«’.*•'•  ... 

Whooping  Cough. . .  ..... 

,  ,  *  «  *  * 

Scarlet  Fever  . 

Pneumonia . 

Tuberculosis  . 

Food  Poisoning . 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  ... 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis...'  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

There  were  no,  ..notable  outbreaks  of  infectious  disease  in  1959. 
IMMUNISATION' 

K  *  * 

During  the  year  immunisation  against  diphtheria,  whooping 
cough,  poliomyelitis  and  smallpox  has  been  continued  by  general 
practitioners  and  -at  clinics.  The  following  figures  have  kindly 
been  supplied  by  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Number  of  immunisations  carried  out. 


19 


8 


Under  1. 

Diphtheria 

1.  2.  3.  k. 

5-9  10-1U  Total 

Booster 

Diphtheria 
Immunisation  only. 

1 

—  —  —  — 

-  -  1 

15 

Combined  Diphtheria/ 
Whooping  Cough. 

28 

1 

29 

6 

Total  Diphtheria 
Immunisations 

29 

1  -  -  - 

30 

21 

Whooping  Cough  only 

2 

-  -  2 

2. 


Number  of  Children  v/ho  have  completed  a  full 
course  of  Diphtheria  Immunisation 


Age  at  31.12.59.  Under  1.  1..  2.  3.  -4*  5-9  10-14  Total 

i.e.  Born  in  year  1959  1958  1957  1956  1955  1950-  1945-  Under 

1954  1949  15. 


Number  Immunised 

6 

33  18  27 

14  131 

132  361 

-  •  •  .  . 

Poliomyelitis 

Under  1.  1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5-9  10-14  Total 

Third  inj’s 

0-14  15  or 

over 

Third  in j ’ s 
15  + 

3  41 

8 

7 

5 

30  48  142 

298  394 

334 

Smallpox 

Under  1. 

1.  2-4. 

5-14. 

15  or  over. 

Total 

Primary 

15 

—  — 

1 

— 

16 

Re-vacc ination 

— 

—  — 

— 

— 

— 

These  figures  are  satisfactory  as  far  as  immunisation  against 
diphtheria,  whooping  cough  and  poliomyelitis  is  concerned,  but  it  is 
disappointing  to  find  that  only  about  half  of  the  children  under  the 
age  of  one  have  been  vaccinated  against  smallpox.  It  is  desirable 
that  all  children  should  be  vaccinated  in  the  first  year  of  life,  both 
to  protect  them  in  the  event  of  the  introduction  of  the  disease  to 
this  country,  and  in  case  they  go  abroad  at  a  later  stage  in  their 
lives.  While  it  is  true  that  in  the  latter  event  they  could  be 
vaccinated  at  the  time  of  going  abroad,  it  is  both  better  and  safer 
if  they  have  already  received  their  primary  vaccination  in  infancy. 

GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  HEALTH  SERVICE 

Medical  Officer  of  Health:  J.J.A.  Reid,  T.D. ,  B.Sc.,  M.B.,  Ch.B. , 

D.P.H. 


Surveyor,  Water  Engineer  &  Public  Health  Inspector:  R.E.T.  Chinnery, 

Cert.  S.I.B. 

District  Nurses:  Miss  L.L.  Miss on  and  Miss  E.M.  Gates. 

Health  Visitor:  Miss  K.  Pulley. 

HOUSING  AND  WATER  SUPPLY 

These  matters  are  dealt  with  in  the  report  of  the  Public  Health 
Inspector  and  Surveyor.  Water  tests  were  taken  regularly  and  were 
satisfactory  during  the  year  in  question. 


3. 


FACTORY  ACT. 


Part  1  of  the  Act. 

1.  Inspections  for  the  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health 
(including  inspections '  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors) 


_ Humber  of _ 

Inspec-  . Written  Occupiers 

tions  Notices  prosecuted 

(3)  (4)  (3) 


(i)  Factories  in  which  Sec¬ 
tions  1,2, 3, 4  and  6  are  to 
be  enforced  by  Local 
Authorities 

( ii)  Factories  not  included 
in  (i)  in  which  Section  7  is 
enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority. 

( iii )  Other  premises  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority  (excluding 
out-workers’  premises) 


17  17 

1  1 


Premises 

(i) 


Number 

on 

Register 

(2) 


Total  18  18 


2.  Cases  in  which  Defects  were  found  -  None. 


Part  VIII  of  the  Act. 


Outwork  (Sections  110  and  111) 


Nil. 


I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Yours  faithfully, 

J.J.A.  REID. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


May  1960o 
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PURPLE  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 

ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  SURVEYOR  AND  PUBLIC 
HEALTH  INSPECTOR 

Year  Ending  31st  December,  1959 . 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  this  my  second  Annual  Report  upon 
Sanitary  Conditions  in  the  Urban  District,  and  a  summary  of  work  car¬ 
ried  out  during  the  year  under  review. 

WATER  SUPPLIES 

During  the  year  a  scheme  was  completed  for  the  provision  of  a 
supply  to  isolated  farm  premises  direct  from  the  trunk  main  serving 
the  Council’s  reservoir  to  overcome  difficulties  from  lack  of  pressure. 

A  9”  link  main,  just  over  1 ,500  yards  in  length  was  completed, 
from  the  reservoir  to  Glapthorne  Road,  which,  as  expected,  proved  of 
great  benefit  to  distribution  generally,  and  in  improving  pressure 
in  certain  areas  ?/here  some  difficulties  had  been  experienced. 

Mains  extensions  were  also  laid  to  serve  the  Council's  Rock 
Road  Housing  Estate  development. 

In  conjunction  with  the  Fire  Service  a  survey  was  made  of  Fire 
Hydrants,  and  necessary  repairs  and  replacements  completed. 

Samples  of  water  from  the  mains  are  taken  regularly  for  bacteriol¬ 
ogical  examination  and  reports  are  invariably  satisfactory.  A  new  auto 
matic  chlorinator  was  installed  at  the  Barnwell  Road  Pumping  Station 

and  frequent  checks  of  the  residual  chlorine  content  of  the  water  are 
made. 

NENE  AND  OUSE  WATER  BOARD 

Some  progress  was  made  towards  the  formation  of  this  undertaking, 
in  which  the  Uroan  District  Council  have  agreed  to  co-operate*  at  the 
same  time,  however,  the  Council  expressed  the  view  that" as  all  nec¬ 
essary  steps  had  been  taken  to  provide  an  adequate  and  efficient  supply 
for  the  Urban  District,  the  Council  regretted  the  fact  that,  in  all 

probability ,  control  of  the  water  undertaking  would  pass  from  the  con¬ 
trol  of  the  Council. 

SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 

Ministry  approval  for  the  urgently  required  imiirovements  to 
sewei  s  and  new  disposal  works  was  received,  but  further  progress  was 
delayed  by  negotiations  with  the  River  Board  and  owners  of  the  land 
required  for  the  Pumping  Station  and  disposal  sites.  At  the  end  of 
the  year  the  Consulting  Engineers  were  ready  to  proceed  to  invite 
tenders  as  soon  as  these  negotiations  were  completed. 

HOUSING  (a)  Provision  of  New  Houses  By_  tho_T,n cal  Authority 

_  _  hoYses  and  6  bungalows  comprising  Extension  No.  2  of  the 

Rock  Road  Housing  Scheme  were  completed  during  the  year,  within  12 
months  of  commencement. 

.uA\T^1s^  Veceml)er>  1959,  considerable  progress  had  also  been  made 
on  the  No.  3  Extension,  consisting  of  8  bungalows,  8  houses  and  20 

Hats.  At  the  time  of  making  this  Report  all  the  bungalows  and  houses 
are  completed  and  occupied. 

(*b)  Private  Development 

Five  private  houses  were  completed  during  the  year.  Many  en¬ 
quiries  from  people  wishing  to  build  houses  in  Oundle  and  the  Council 
are  concerned  at  the  lack  of  available  building  land.  Measures  to 
ease  this  situation  were  being  considered  at  the  end  of  the  year, 

(c)  Unfit  Houses 

.  Clearance  Area  procedure  was  initiated  with  regard  to  26  houses 
m  the  Inkerman  Yard  area  and  at  31st  December,  negotiations  were  pro- 


ceeding  with  the  owners  for  the  purchase  of  all  the  properties  hy 
agreement,  thus  obviating  the  necessity  for  Compulsory  Purchase 
procedure-, 

< Certain . of  these  properties  are  listed  as  being  of  architectural 
or  historic  interest,  and  the  co-operation  of  the  newly  formed  Oundle 
Society  is  being  received  to  try  to  secure  the  re -conditioning  of 
these  houses  and  avoid  demolition  if  practicable. 

The  estimated  cost  of  re-conditioning  is,  however,  so  high  that 
no  great  hopes  can  be  entertained  that  these  efforts  will  be  success¬ 
ful. 

The  Council  intend  to  re-develop  this  site  by  building  small  bung¬ 
alows  for  aged  persons,  and  preliminary  work  regarding  site  lay-out,  type 
of  dwelling  to  be  built  etc.,  is  in  progress. 

Ten  unfit  houses  were  closed,  under  the  provisions  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1 957  ^  and  the  occupants  of  the  6  occupied  houses  we re  rehoused  in 
new  Council  houses.  Wherever  practicable  the  owners  are  given  the 
opportunity  of  submitting  satisfactory  proposals  for  the  reconditioning 
of  unfit  houses.  Demolition  Orders  were  made  in  respect  of  3  houses 
where  the  owners  did  not  wish  to  co-operate  in  this  way.. 

In  regard  to  5  other  unfit  houses  the  Council  have  entered  into 
negotiations  for  purchase  by  agreement.  In  the  case  of  2  houses,  no 
course  other  than  demolition  and  rebuilding  on  the  site  is  practicable 
but  it  is  proposed  to  modernise  and  convert  the  remaining  3  houses 
into  2  good  ones. 

(d)  Grants  for  conversion  and  improvements,  Housing (Financial 

Provisions)  .Act  ,1958.  Standard  Grants, House  Purchase  Act,  1959 

A  disappointing  response  was  made  by  house  owners  to  these  pro¬ 
visions  and  during  the  year  only  one  application  for  an  Improvement 
Grant  and  3  applications  for  Standard  Grants  were  received  and  approved. 

At  the  time  of  making  this  report,  however.,,  more  applications 
are  being  received  and  approved,  and  it  is  hoped  that  many  more  houses 
will  be  modernised  in  this  way. 

REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL 

A  new  and  larger  refuse  collection  vehicle,  with  trailer  for  waste 
paper  collection,  was  put  into  service  at  the  beginning  of  June,  1959. 
The  extra  capacity  of  the  new  vehicle  is  of  great  benefit  and  the  re¬ 
auction  in  number  of  loads  collected  per  day  is  resulting  in  an  actual 
saving  in  fuel  costs. 

The . introduction  of  controlled  tipping  on  the  disposal  site  is  not 
made  easier  by  the  practice  of  placing  hot  ashes  in  dustbins  which  has 
resulted  in  outbreaks  of  fire  on  the  tip,  and  in  one  case  actually  in 
the  vehicle  itself. 

The  sale  of  waste  paper,  cardboard  cartons  etc.,  brings  a  useful 
revenue  to  the  Council  to  offset  against  the  cost  of  this  service,  and 
the  co-operation  of  traders  in  the  town  is  much  appreciated.  It  is 
felt,  however,  that  householders  could  help  more  by  preserving  old 
newspapers  etc.,  for  collection;  if  the  papers  are  neatly  bundled  it 
makes  the  work  of  collection  and  subsequent  handling  very  much  easier. 

PUBLIC  BATHING 

The  Governors  of  Oundle  School  again  permitted  the  use  of  the  Schooj 
Swimming  Pool  by  schoolchildren  of  the  town  generally  during  the  summer 
holiday  period, 

A  movement  has  begun  to  raise  funds  for  a  public  swimming  pool  in 
Oundle  and  the  Council  has  undertaken  to  provide  a  site  on  part  of  the 
Recreation  Field.  It  remains  to  be  seen  how  much  public  financial  sup¬ 
port  will  be  forthcoming  for  this  very  admirable  project  which  would 
be  a  great  asset  to  the  town,  and  of  particular  value  to  the  children. 

PUBLIC  CONVENIENCES 

This  essential  public  service  is  apparently  not  appreciated  by 
certain  persons  as  apart  from  the  usual  trouble  experienced  in  removing 
crude  writings  and  drawings  from  the  walls j  on  several  occasions  damage 


was  done  to  door  locks  and  closures;  on  one  occasion  a  v/ater  pipe  v  ( 

was  wrenched  away  from  a  wall  causing  a  considerable  waste  of  water, 
and  on  another,  two  windows  were  broken. 

These  happenings  are  not  isolated,  they  occur  again  and  again 
and  result  in  much  wastage  of  time  and  materials  on  repairs,  at  un¬ 
necessary  expense  to  the  Council, 

CEMETERY  AMD  CHURCHYARD 

Both  were  maintained  to  a  satisfactory  standard.  The  Public 
Health  Committee  as  usual,  carried  out  a  tour  of  inspection  of  the 
Cemetery  in  place  of  one  of  its  customary  meetings. 

SLAUGHTERHOUSES,  FOOD  INSPECTION 

The  Council  were  requested  to  consult  meat  traders  and  other 
bodies  interested  and  to  submit  a  report  to  the  Ministry  upon  present 
and  future  needs  regarding  slaughtering  facilities;  the  general  body 
of  opinion  was  that  as  no  modern  or  suitable  premises  were  available 
in  Oundle,  and  present  outside  facilities  appeared  adequate,  no  fresh 
provision  of  slaughtering  facilities  was  necessary. 

Regular  visits  were  paid  to  food  premises,  particularly  during 
the  summer  months  and  a  high  standard  of  hygiene  was  maintained. 

During  the  year  the  following  amounts  of  unsound  food  was  vol¬ 
untarily  surrendered : - 

24  lbs.  Corned  Beef  ••••  South  American, 

6  lbs.  Corned  Beef  ....  Australian. 

6  lbs.  Ox  Tongue  ....  Dutch. 

45  lbs.  Beef.  ....  English. 

6  lbs.  Jellied  Veal....  New  Zealand. 

31  lbs.  Pork.  ....  English. 


GENERAL 

Reference  was  made  in  the  Annual  Report  for  1958  to  Clerical 
Staff  difficulties  being  experienced.  During  the  year  under  review, 
although  the  very  efficient  services  of  Mrs.  Rowe tt  were  lost,  owing 
to  her  taking  another  appointment,  we  were  able  to  obtain,  at  first, 
another  very  satisfactory  part-time  typist,  and  following  her  retire¬ 
ment,  the  Council  made  a  full-time  appointment  ,  which  in  spite  of 
difficulties  at  lush  periods  is  an  improvement  on  the  previous  position. 

The  report  can  only  touch  briefly  on  certain  important  aspects 
of  the  Council’s  work.  The  year  has  been  a  busy  one;  apart  from  work 
completed,  preliminaries  for  other  projects  have  been  initiated,  which 
will  show  results  in  due  course. 

I  express  my  thanks  to  the  Chairman  of  the  Council,  the  Chairmen 
of  the  Committees  and  to  all  other  Members  of  the  Council  for  their 
continual  support  and  kindness  during  the  year, 

I  am, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 
R.E.T.CHINNERY, 

Surveyor  &  Public  Health  Inspector. 


